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The Eighth International Conference on Computer Ethics – Philosophical Enquiry (CEPE 2009) took place at the Ionian University, Corfu, Greece, June 26-28, 2009. CEPE 2009 also marked the twelfth anniversary of the CEPE conference series. The first CEPE conference (CEPE ’97), which was held in cooperation with ACM-SIGCAS, took place at Erasmus University in Rotterdam (The Netherlands) in June 1997. SIGCAS also co-sponsored the CEPE ’98 and CEPE 2000 conferences, and it continues to enjoy a cordial relationship with the CEPE sponsoring organizations. For one thing, the CEPE conferences have provided a venue in which SIGCAS members have been able to get together formally and informally during the past decade – both to discuss business-related issues affecting ACM and SIGCAS, and to catch up on some of the various initiatives and projects in which our members are involved. 
To date, five special issues of Computers and Society have been dedicated to CEPE conference papers: Vol. 27, No. 3, 1997; Vol. 29, No. 1, 1999; Vol. 30, No. 4, 2000; Vol. 33, No 4, 2003; and Vol. 37, No. 2, 2007. These special issues were comprised of selected papers from the CEPE ’97, ’98, 2000, 2003, and 2007 conferences, respectively. Once again, we are pleased to include some outstanding CEPE papers in this special issue of our quarterly publication. Approximately fifty-five (double blind) peer-reviewed papers were selected by the CEPE 2009 Program Committee (from the numerous papers submitted). These papers, originally presented at the conference in Corfu were also printed in the CEPE 2009 Proceedings (edited by Maria Bottis). Five of these papers have been selected for publication in this issue of Computers and Society.
In the first paper, Antonio Marturano and Sergio Bellucci analyze Facebook, one of the most popular social networking services, from two perspectives: (i) a shifting socio-demographic, and (ii) its political/economic implications. They note the recent shift away from U.S. college-age students, as typical Facebook users, to a demographic that is now more international as well as older, and with one of the fastest growing populations of users in Italy. Drawing a connection between the present social discontent in Italy and the rise in the number of Facebook users there, Marturano and Bellucci evaluate this phenomenon in terms of Guy Debord’s notion of “the invasive forces of the ‘spectacle’ – a social relation between people that is mediated by images.” The authors also note that Facebook can no longer be seen in the framework of online communities that are “collaborative,” but rather can be viewed as engendering a new form of capitalism “aimed at eroding space” and thereby providing challenges to “Internet collectivism.”
We suspect that many of the readers of this issue of Computers and Society will find the five papers that we have selected to be both thought- provoking and inspiring. When originally presented at CEPE 2009 in Corfu last summer, these papers generated enthusiastic and spirited debate. 

We are now in the planning stages for CEPE 2011, which will be held in the summer of 2011 at a venue yet to be determined. As in the case of previous CEPE conferences, CEPE 2011 will provide another opportunity for members of SIGCAS to get together. We hope to see you then!
